BASIN 162 GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES
April 14, 2015 – 9:00 AM
BOCC Chambers, Pahrump, NV
Regular Members:

Alternate Members:

Gregory Hafen II – Chair
Gregory Dann– Vice Chair
Lenny Badger
Wendy Barnett
Kristian Bentzen
Walt Kuver
Mike Floyd
Kenny Bent
Judith Holmgren

Legal:

Marla Zlotek

Finance:

Amy Fanning

Staff:

Darrell Lacy
Oz Wichman
Levi Kryder
Teddi Osburn

Acronyms:

AG - Attorney General
AVSTP - Amargosa Valley Science & Technology Park
BOCC - Board of County Commissioners
BOR - Bureau of Reclamation
CSWP- Community Source Water Protection
CNRWA - Central Nevada Regional Water Authority
DOA - Department of Agriculture
DOI - Department of Interior
EPA - Environmental Protection Agency
GID - General Improvement District
GM - General Manager
GWE- Groundwater Evaluation Grant
GWMP – Groundwater Management Plan
HUD - Housing and Urban Development
IRWMP - Inter Regional Water Management Program
MOU - Memorandum of Understanding
NTS - Nevada Test Site
NCWDGB - Nye County Water District Governing Board
NRWA – Nevada Rural Water Association
NWRA - Nevada Water Resources Association
RFP - Request for Proposals
RNWA - Rural Nevada Water Authority
ROW - Right of Way
SNWA - Southern Nevada Water Authority
USDA - United States Department of Agriculture
UGTA - Underground Test Area
USGS - United States Geological Survey
WD - Water District
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Mission Statement: “To create an equitable groundwater management plan for the Pahrump Basin and the Pahrump Community
that balances water supply and demand today and for the future.”

BASIN 162 GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1.

(00:00:00) Call to Order – Pledge of Allegiance

2.

(00:00:36) Roll Call – Present: Gregory Hafen II, Greg Dann, Kristian Bentzen, Lenny Badger,
Wendy Barnett, Walt Kuver Absent: Mike Floyd

3.

(00:00:59) General Public Comment (first): Three-minute time limit per
person. Action will not be taken on the matters considered during this period until
specifically included on an agenda as an action item.
None

4.

(00:01:22) Approval or Modifications of the Agenda for the Groundwater Management
Plan Advisory Committee Meeting of April 14, 2015.
No modifications

5.

(00:01:34) For Possible Action – Approval of Minutes for February 9, 2015.
Wendy Barnett made a motion to approve the minutes for February 9, 2015. Lenny Badger
seconded the motion. The motion was approved with a vote of 6-0 in favor.

6.

(00:02:13) Correspondence and Announcements
Gregory Hafen related that the BOCC wishes to only review the GWMP when it is in final draft form.
Mr. Dann requested that Kenny Bent, an alternate to the committee, be allowed to fill in temporarily
at the present meeting due to the absence of Mike Floyd. Gregory Hafen felt that this proposal
needs to be agendized and a vote taken on the procedure when substituting an alternate for an
absent regular member. The public must be allowed to comment on this issue before a vote can be
made. Wendy Barnett agreed that this action must be agendized first. She felt that Mr. Bent could
be an asset during committee deliberations.
Mr. Hafen wished to discuss this issue further under Item 11 where the scheduling of future
meetings and agenda items can be addressed.

7.

(00:08:26) Ex-Parte Communications and Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statements
None

8.

(00:08:41) For Possible Action – Presentation, deliberation and decision regarding the Top
11 priority items selected by the Basin 162 Groundwater Management Plan Advisory
Committee to be included in a Groundwater Management Plan for Basin 162.
a. Water Banking – Update
b. Goals and Objectives – Direction to Staff
a. Oz Wichman discussed the latest version of SB81 that will be presented to the Assembly
Government Affairs Committee. He noted the State Engineer has added provisions that support the
water banking concept for Active Management Areas, explaining that banked water rights are not
exempt from regulation by priority date. There is no language noting that relinquishment rates may
vary for individual basins due to unique characteristics of each one.
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There were questions asked about the make-up of committees that have been reviewing SB81. Mr.
Wichman related to Kristian Bentzen that he would track down an attendance sheet for a workshop
in question and forward that to him. Rick Felling related that the original bill-draft came from the
DWR. Due to disagreement among Senate Government Affairs Committee members, 3 workshops
were held to gather public comment. SB81 will now be presented to the Assembly Government
Affairs Committee for further deliberation. There was more discussion about where the bill goes after
it passes the Assembly. Mr. Wichman noted that the entire process can become very confusing at
times. Gregory Hafen requested that Mr. Wichman continue to update the GWMP Committee on the
progress of SB81.
During public comment, John Bosta asserted how the water banking concept was poor legislation as
this would create “superior” water rights that are exempt from regulations. Kenny Bent felt that this
ruling may imply ownership of water by some individuals. Mr. Bent asserted that twenty thousand AF
could potentially be exempt from regulation into perpetuity.
Oz Wichman stressed that exempt water rights will still be subject to curtailment by priority date. Mr.
Hafen explained that citizens should contact State Representatives with their concerns as this issue
was out of the hands of local authorities.
Greg Dann was concerned that there were not any proposals brought forth to regulate by beneficial
use. Gregory Hafen noted that this topic had not been agendized for discussion at this time.
b. Gregory Hafen gave direction to staff to begin the process of writing the Groundwater
Management Plan. As sections of the plan are written, they will be presented to the committee for
comment and their approval. Walt Kuver was concerned that the complexities of the water crisis
were not being fully addressed and he offered a more specific set of goals and ideas (7) to consider
as the plan was being developed. With this list he hoped to encourage members to think beyond
only considering the Top 11 priority items.
Mr. Hafen was not willing to consider reopening the vote for the addition of the new items at this
point. In the short term the committee needed to stay with the original approved items in order to get
the plan moving along.
Oz Wichman continued to stress the importance of keeping the text short and simple as one might
do when developing an ordinance. Greg Dann would like to see a second phase of the plan be
developed once the initial plan is produced. Gregory Hafen agreed that there could be many more
phases as time goes by.
Wendy Barnett felt that the plan must be written in the “spirit” of the original mission statement.
John Bosta had concerns about language of the Top 11 items continuing to be modified from the
original context. He also warned of potential lawsuits resulting from proposals that might be
considered a taking by a court of law, especially as they relate to rights of domestic well owners (see
attached comments submitted by Mr. Bosta for the record). Kenny Bent would like to see the
problem of providing water to the multiple 8,000 square foot lots be addressed before approving any
additional lots in the valley. He would also like to have items proposed for inclusion in the plan
divided into categories.
Gregory Hafen related that the DA’s office will thoroughly evaluate the legalities of any proposal
before it is accepted in the final version of a plan. Oz Wichman noted that there may be items that
show up in the plan that were not necessarily voted upon, but they will play an integral part in
working toward a specific goal and will be reviewed/voted upon by the GWMPC prior to finalization.
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Dwight Lilly felt that the 11 Priority Items were not enough with which to formulate a comprehensive
plan as the State Engineer has requested. He agreed with Mr. Kuver’s idea that this was just the
beginning. Gregory Hafen stressed that right now we only had a list and it was time to start the
writing process.
Wendy Barnett made a motion to direct staff to prepare a draft of the first phase of the Groundwater
Management Plan based upon the Top 11 Priority Items, the State Engineer’s Top 10, and that the
first phase of the Groundwater Management Plan be in concert with the overall mission statement
of this committee. Walt Kuver seconded the motion. The motion passed with a vote of 6-0 in favor.
9.

(01:28:13) For Possible Action – Presentation, discussion and possible decision regarding
ongoing and short-term projects of the Nye County Water District.
None

10.

(02:40:52) Staff Reports/Comments:
A. Darrell Lacy
None
B. Oz Wichman
Mr. Wichman updated the committee regarding the use of domestic wells for
home based businesses. Basically, if a property is zoned commercial or the business
exceeds the 2.0 AF allowed for a domestic well, it will be required to have commercial water
rights. It is up to the DWR to police water usage and not the responsibility of the Water
District. John Guillory, from the DWR, discussed situations that would require the installation
of a meter. He noted that violations can be reported by filling out a form on the DWR
website.
C. Levi Kryder
None
D. John Klenke
None

11.

(01:25:48) For Possible Action – Discussion, Direction and Possible Decision
Concerning Future Meetings/Workshops.
Gregory Hafen related that the next meeting should be held on June 23, 2015 beginning at 9 AM to
allow time for staff to begin drafting the first phase of the Groundwater Management Plan. Wendy
Barnett made a motion that the next meeting of the Groundwater Management Plan Committee be
held on June 23, 2015, beginning at 9 AM. Lenny Badger seconded the motion. The motion passed
with a vote of 6-0 in favor.
An item to address seating of Alternate Members on the committee in the event of an absence by a
regular member shall also be placed on the agenda for June 23, 2015.

12.

(01:28:26) General Public Comment (second) - (Three-minute time limit per person)
Action will not be taken on the matters considered during this period until specifically
included on an agenda as an action item.
None

13.

(0:28:41) Adjourn
Gregory Hafen adjourned the meeting.
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